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Generic Marking Principles 
 

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. 
They should be applied alongside the specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptors 
for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these marking principles. 
 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1: 
 
Marks must be awarded in line with: 
 

�  the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question 

�  the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question

�  the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2: 
 
Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3: 
 
Marks must be awarded positively: 
 

�  marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit 
is given for valid answers which go beyond the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, 
referring to your Team Leader as appropriate 

�  marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do 

�  marks are not deducted for errors 

�  marks are not deducted for omissions 

�  answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these 
features are specifically assessed by the question as indicated by the mark scheme. The 
meaning, however, should be unambiguous. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4: 
 
Rules must be applied consistently e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed 
instructions or in the application of generic level descriptors. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5: 
 
Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question 
(however; the use of the full mark range may be limited according to the quality of the candidate 
responses seen). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6: 
 
Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should 
not be awarded with grade thresholds or grade descriptors in mind. 
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Question Answer Marks 

1(a) -          ÃƎž   ŕ ÆŷŕƊ·Ű§ 

  ŕƈƊ¥ �ÆŕſƆƄś   řŰƅŕŦ.    ¨ŰƔ §°ƍ ¿Ƅ)
 .ƌƅŕŰŦ Áƈ řƆŰŦ ÃƎž /Å±·ž Ã¯ŗƅ§ ¯Ɗŷ À±Ƅƅ§ Á£ ƓƍÃ ©¯ţ§Ã ©±Ƅž Ɠž

    (©±Ƅſƅ§ Ƌ°ƍ Áŷ ±ŗŸƔ ¡ƓŮ Å£ ±Ƅ° Á¥)1( 

-  .Ƌ¯§¯Š£Ã ƌœŕŗ¢ Áŷ ŕƎŝ±Ã)1( 

 

-  .ÁŗƆƅ§ Ŷƈ ŕƎŸŲ±)1( 

2

1(b) -  .ƌƆƔŗŬ Ì¿Ų Áƈ ŕƎƔƅ¥ Å¯śƎƔƅ)1( 1

1(c) -  ±ƔŻ ŶŲÃƈ Ƒƅ¥ ¯žÃ Áƈ ¿Ƅ Ã£ Àƍŕƈ Ëţ Ɠž ¿ţÃ Àƍ±ŕƔ¯ ¿Ŧ¯ Áƈ ¿Ƅ
 .ƌŸŲÃƈ)1( 

-  .Àƍ±ŕƔ¯ŗ ¿²Ɗ §°¥ Ã¯Ÿƅ§ Ƒśţ ÁÃƈ±ƄƔ Ã¯ŗƅ§ Á£ Ãƍ ¿Ɣƅ¯ƅ§)1( 

2

1(d)  :Áƈ Ãƍ ƌƊƗ  

-  .ŕƍ¯§¯ŷ§ٕÃ řţƔŗ°ƅ§ Ţŗ°ŗ ÀÃƂƔ)1( 

-  .½ƔŬƊśƅ§Ã ²ƔƎŠśƅŕŗ ÀÃƂƔ)1( 

-  ¼ÃƔŲƆƅ ©ÃƎƂƅ§ ¯§¯ŷ¥)1( 

2

1(e) -  .(ŕƈƎƊƈ ƓƁŕŗƅ§ Ã£) ªƔŗƅ§ ¿ƍ£ ¡ŕŮŷ Ã£ ¡§¯Ż)1( 1

1(f) -  .řžŕƔŲƅ§ ªŕŗŠ§Ãŗ ƑžÃ ¯Ɓ ƌŬſƊ ±ŗśŸƔ ƛ ƌƊŐž ¿Ÿž ŕƈƎƈ ƌƊƗ)1( 1
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Question Answer Marks 

1(g) - .ÁŬƅ§ ±ŕŗƄ ƌŸƈÃ ©¯œŕƈƅ§ Ƒƅ¥ ¼ƔŲƅ§ ÀČ̄ ƂÊƔ)1( 

-  .±ÃŲţƅ§Ã ¼ƔŲƅŕŗ ¨Ɣţ±śƅ§ ªŕƈƆƄ)1( 

-  .¼ƔŲƅ§ ¿ŗƁ ÀŕŸ·ƅ§ ÁÃƅÃŕƊśƔ ƛ)1( 

-  .¼ƔŲƅ§ ¿ŗƁ ÀŕŸ·ƅ§ Áŷ ÁÃŲƎƊƔ ƛ)1( 

4

1(h) -  .±Ŧ¢ ¼ƔŲƈ ¯Ɗŷ řŗŠÃƅ§ ³ſƊ ¼ƔŲƅ§ ¿ÃŕƊśƔ ƛ)1( 1

1(i) -  .ÀƎŬÃſƊ ƌƔƅ¥ ¿Ɣƈś ŕƈŗ ƌžÃƔŲ ¼ƔŲƈƅ§ «Ì̄ţÊƔ)1( 

-  .±Ƃſƅ§Ã Áƈ²ƅ§ ÃƄŮƔ ƛ)1( 

-  .¯ţ£ ƑƆŷ ¨Ųżŗ ƌśÃŰ Ŷž±Ɣ ƛ)1( 

3

1(j) Ɠśƕ§ Áƈ ¨§ÃŠ ¿Ƅƅ řƈƜŷ)�(    

- Àƍ¯ƔƅŕƂśÃ ÀƎś§¯ŕŷ Áƈ / řƔ¯ŕŗƅ§ ¿ƍ£ ªŕſŰ Áƈ řſŰ Ãƍ .)1( 

 

-  .řžŕƄ řƆœŕŸƅ§ ¯§±ž£ ƑƆŷ ¼ƔŲƅ§ ¿²ƊƔ)1( 

 

-  .ƌƔƅ¥ ¡ŕŬ£ Á¥ ƌſƔŲ ƓŲŕƂƔ Á£ ŶƔ·śŬƔ ¼ƔŲƈƅ§)1( 

2

1(k) -  ¯Ɓŕž ÁŕŬƊŐƄ ƌƔƅ¥ ±¸ƊƔÃ Ã¯ŗƅ§ ±¸Ɗ Ɠž ±Ƃśţƈ ÃƎž ¼ƔŲƅ§ À±ƄƔ ƛ Áƈ
.ƌƁƜŦ£  

[Total: 20] 

  ]5    ]     

 =25 [ 

1
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Question Answer Marks 

 Then give up to 5 marks for Accuracy (a holistic mark for Section 1). 
 
Writing: Accuracy of Language 

5 (Excellent) Clear, carefully chosen language with complex syntax 
where appropriate. Varied, precise vocabulary. Hardly 
any or no technical errors. 

4 (Good) Clear, appropriate language. Appropriate vocabulary. 
Few technical errors. 

3 (Adequate) Language generally appropriate, but unsophisticated 
and generally simple syntax. Adequate vocabulary. 
Some technical errors. 

2 (Weak) Unsophisticated language, not always appropriate. Very 
simple syntax with some clumsiness. Thin vocabulary. 
A number of technical errors. 

1 (Poor) Thin, inappropriate use of language. Confused and 
obscure. Many errors. 
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Question Answer Marks 

2 :     

1. řƔ±·ž řſŰ Ã¯ŗƅ§ ¯Ɗŷ řžŕƔŲƅ§ .ƌƁÃ±ŷ Ɠž Å±Šś / Ƌ¯§¯Š£ Áŷ ŕƎŝ±Ã / 

2. Ã¯ŗƅ§ ¯Ɗŷ řžŕƔŲƅ§ ¿śţś řƈƔ¸ŷ řŗś±ƈ ŕƎƈ±śţƔÃ ÅÃ¯ŗƅ§ ŕƎŗ ÀśƎƔ / 

3. À±Ƅƅ§ Áƈ řžŕƔŲƅ§ Ɠž řżƅŕŗƈƅ§ 

a. .§Ã¯ŷ ÁŕƄ Ãƅ Ƒśţ Ƌ±§¯ŗ ¿²Ɗ Áƈ ¿Ƅ À±ƄƔ ÅÃ¯ŗƅ§ 

b. ¼ƔŲƈƅ§ ªƔŗ ¿Ãţ Àŕ¸Ÿƅ§ ©±ŝƄ 

c. řžŕƔŲƅ§ Ɠž ±ƔŰƂśƅ§ Áŷ ±§°śŷƛ§ ±§±Ƅś 

 

4.  ¨Š§Ã řžŕƔŲƅ§:ƓŷŕƈśŠ§ 

a.  ÁÃ±ƎŬƔÃ ÀƎſƔŲ řƈ¯Ŧ ªţś ÀƎŬſƊ£ ÁÃƆŸŠƔ ¼ƔŲƈƅ§ ©±Ŭ£ ¯§±ž£ ¿Ƅ
.ƌśţ§± ƑƆŷ  

b. ¼ƔŲƅ§ À±ƄƔ ƛ Áƈ ±ƂţƔ  

c. ƌƈÃƁ ÁƔŗ ƌśƅ²Ɗƈ ªƆŷ À±Ƅƅ§ ¯§² ŕƈƆƄ 

5. :¼ƔŲƈƅ§ ¯Ɗŷ ¿ÃŰ£Ã ¨§¯¢ ŕƎƅ řžŕƔŲƅ§ 

a. .Ã¯ŗƅ§ ¯Ɗŷ řžŕƔŲƅ§ ±ŰŕƊŷ Àƍ£ Áƈ řƈƔƅÃƅ§Ã ©ÃƎƂƅ§ 

b. Ã £¯ŗƔ Áƈ ¿Ã£ ÃƎž řƈƔƅÃƅ§ ¯ƔŬ Ãƍ ¼ƔŲƅ§ .¶ƎƊƔ Áƈ ¿Ã£ 

 

6. :¼ƔŲƅ§ ¯Ɗŷ ¿ÃŰ£Ã ¨§¯¢ ŕƎƅ řžŕƔŲƅ§ 

a( ÁƔſƔŲƈ ¯Ɗŷ ¿ƄōƔ ƛ  / ƛ Áōŗ ƌſƔŲƈƅ ÁŬţƔ Á£ ¼ƔŲƅ§ ¨Š§Ã Áƈ
.ÀÃƔƅ§ ³ſƊ Ɠž ±Ŧ¢ ¼ƔŲƈ ¯Ɗŷ řŗŠÃƅ§ ³ſƊ ¿ƄōƔ  

b( ¼±Ÿƅ§ ¼ƅŕŦ §°¥ ƑŲŕƂƔ Á£ ÁƄƈƔ 

25
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Question Answer Marks 

2 7. :ÀŕŸ·ƙ§ Ä¯ŸśƔ Ã¯ŗƅ§ ¯Ɗŷ À±Ƅƅ§ 

a(  ¿Ɣƈś ŕƈŗ ƌžÃƔŲ «Ì̄ţÊƔ Á£ ¼ƔŲƈƅ§ ƑƆŷ ¨ŠƔ.ÀƎŬÃſƊ ƌƔƅ¥ 

b(  Ɠž Ã̄ƈţƈ ±ƔŻ ±ŝ£ ƌƅ ¡ƓŮ Å£ ¿Ÿſŗ ¼ƔŲƅ§ ÀÃƂƔ ƛ Á£ ¨¯Ɨ§ Áƈ
 ³ÃſƊƌžÃƔŲ ©±ŬƗ§ ¯§±ž£ Áƈ ¯ţ£ ƑƆŷ ƌśÃŰ ÃƆŸƔ ƛ / 

  

 :        

1. .±ÃƎśƅ§Ã ±Ɣ°ŗśƅ§ ªżƆŗ ±̈Ÿƅ§ ¯Ɗŷ À±Ƅƅ§ Ɠž řżƅŕŗƈƅ§ 

a( .±Ɣ°ŗśƅ§Ã À±Ƅƅ§ ÁƔŗ ½Ɣ±ſśƅ§ ¨ŠƔ 

2.  ±ž Ɠśƅ§ Ɠƍ řƔÃ§±ţŰƅ§ řœƔŗƅ§À±Ƅƅ§ řſŰ ±̈Ÿƅ§ ƑƆŷ ªŲ 

a(  Ɠž ÁÃŮƔŸƔ §ÃƊŕƄ ÀƎƊƗ ¼ƔŲƅ§ À§±Ƅ¥ Ɠž ŕƈƔ¯Ɓ ±̈Ÿƅ§ źƅŕŗ
 Ƒśţ §Ãƈ ËŸ·Ɣ ÁƗ §ÃŠŕśţŕž �ÀŸ·ƈ ƛÃ ŕƎƔž ½¯Ɗž ƛ ¡§±ţŰ

.ª±Ɣżś ¿ŕţƅŕž ÀÃƔƅ§ ŕƈ£ §ÃƈÉŸ·Ɣ 

3.  Å°ƅ§ ±ŰŸƅ§ Ŷƈ ƑŮŕƈśś ƓƄ ¿Ɣ¯Ÿś Ƒƅ¥ ¬ŕśţś ½ƜŦƗ§ Ã ª§¯ŕŸƅ§ ¶Ÿŗ
.ƌŮƔŸƊ 

4. :¼ƔŲƅ§ ¿ŗƁ Áƈ Ƒŷ§±ś ¨§¯¢  

a( Ɠŷ§±Ɣ Á£ ¼ƔŲƅ§ ƑƆŷ ¨ŠƔ Ƌ¡ŕƁ¯Ű£ ŕƎƔž ±Ã²Ɣ Ɠśƅ§ ªŕƁÃƗ§  ªƁÃ /
.řžŕƔŲƅ§ 

b( ƔŲƈ ªƁÃ ŶƔŲƔ ƛ Á£ ¼ƔŲƅ§ ƑƆŷ ¨ŠƔ ±Ɣżƅ Ƌ¯Ɗŷ ƜƔÃ· «ÃƄƈƅŕŗ ƌſ
řŠŕţ .řžŕƔŲƅ§ ©¯ƈ / 

5. ¿ƍƗ§ ½ţÃ ¿ƈŸƅ§ ½ţ ¿ŝƈ �řžŕƔŲƅ§ ½ţ Áƈ Àƍ£ ½ÃƂţ ¾ŕƊƍ 

a( .řƈƎƈ ¯Ɣŷ§Ãƈ ¼ƔŲƈƅ§ ƑƆŷ ŶƔŲƔ ¯Ɓ řžŕƔŲƅ§ ½ţ 

6.  ¿§ÃƈƗ§ªŕŬŬ¤ƈƅ§Ã ³§±¯ƈƅ§ ¡ŕƊŗƅ µŰŦś Á£ ¨ŠƔ ÀœƛÃƅ§ ƑƆŷ ¼±Űś Ɠśƅ§ 

 

Then award a mark for Style & Organisation (S&O) out of 5 

 

15 content marks 
5 marks for Style & Organisation 
5 marks for Accuracy of Language 



0508/01 Cambridge IGCSE � Mark Scheme 
PUBLISHED 

October/November
2018

 

© UCLES 2018 Page 8 of 8 
 

5 (Excellent) Excellent expression and focus with assured use of own words. Good summary 
style with orderly grouping of ideas; excellent linkage. Answer has sense of 
purpose 

4 (Good) Good expression in recognisable summary style. Attempts to focus and to group 
ideas; good linkage 

3 (Adequate) Satisfactory expression in own words. Reasonably concise with some sense of 
order. Occasional lapses of focus 

2 (Weak) Limited expression but mostly in own words. Some sense of order but little sense 
of summary. Tendency to lose focus (e.g. by including some anecdote); thread 
not always easy to follow 

1 (Poor) Expression just adequate; maybe list-like. Considerable lifting; repetitive. Much 
irrelevance  

 


